
Haibun - Story with haiku 
 
So far we know that haiku are poems of three lines, with or without a 
seventeen-syllable count, and usually about nature. But there are also other 
writing forms related to haiku. Here we’ll explore a haiku-related form called 
haibun. This form lets us add a story to enhance our poem or it lets us add a 
poem to enhance a story. Here are some examples of haibun:  
 
All creatures, even fleas and lice have life force. And they are dear to one 
another like people are. And it is bad to kill any living thing, especially when 
they make a family.  
 
swimming 
captured in a tub 
the fish enjoy the cool water 
 
Issa (taken from The Year of My Life, 1819) 
 
When I was little I often played by myself. I didn’t play with the other children 
much because they sometimes made fun of me after my mother died. So I used 
to go into the backyard and sit by the woodpile and cry. And I wrote this 
haiku: 
 
come here 
sparrows without mothers 
and play with me 
 
Issa (when eight years old) 
 
Every haiku is a piece of a story. It is not a whole story, but a hint of a story 
that the reader completes in his or her own mind. The haiku just tells one little 
moment, one little happening that only lasts a few seconds - as long as one 
breath. The splash of a frog in a pond, the siren of a police car in the quiet 
night, hail hitting on top of your head, a cricket crying under a soldier’s 
helmet.  
 
When we see something surprising we usually say, “oh!” or “ah!” and that is 
the haiku moment - something that is happening around us right now. You 
just have to be still and wait, to catch the mini haiku story.  
 
If this story behind the haiku is told, it becomes something else. The mixing of 
a story and a haiku is called a haibun.   
 



Haibun are not whole stories; haibun are just pieces of stories. A haibun can be 
just a few sentences, or it can be a few paragraphs. It can be a sketch of a 
scene, an impression, a diary entry, or a longer series of travel journals. 
Usually the story part is first, then the haiku, but sometimes they are mixed. 
The haiku does not repeat what is in the story, but instead the haiku 
completes the story or makes it deeper. The haiku still needs to be strong and 
something that could stand by itself. When the story and haiku are put 
together well they make a haibun.  
 
Basho is a Japanese poet that lived in the 17th century. He wrote haibun. 
Here are some examples.  
 
A short diary entry 
 
The rich eat plenty of meat. And even the strong farmers have vegetables. But 
I am so poor:  
 
snowy morning 
alone, chewing 
dried salmon 
 
A short impression 
 
Sora (my close friend) is living next to my hut. So in the morning and night we 
visit each other. When I fix the food he helps me with the wood for the fire. On 
nights when I make tea he sometimes knocks on my door. He usually likes to 
be alone and quiet. But one night he visited me in the snow:  
 
you, make a fire 
I’ll show you something nice- 
a snowball 
 
Writing haibun gives you a chance to tell the story behind your haiku 
experiences - for some people haiku are too short to describe a haiku moment. 
For this reason, haibun may also make the writing of a haiku a lot easier. 
 
You try 
Think of something nice that happened with a friend. Write a short sketch 
about it in your notebook.  
 
Write a one-paragraph diary entry about something you saw when you were 
travelling. It could be about a family holiday or a school trip. It could be 
something sad.  



 
Write a short sketch about an unusual or funny thing that happened while 
travelling.  
[taken from a book called Haiku by Patricia Donegan] 


